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One would need to possess the ingenuousness of
Rathsherr Brockes to seek to prove in nine
volumes that everything in the world is for the
best. The German philosopher plunges into
raptures over the divine goodness, for has he
not found in the scientific culinary arrange-
ment of portions of the goose, the best proof
that nature acts solely for the pleasure and
satisfaction of man? No, nothing is arranged
with a view to our happiness. The great All
does not heed it. Nevertheless, life is beautiful
and good, in spite of, or, if you prefer, on account
of, the exertions in the struggle which she imposes
upon us.

An accurate view of life is indispensable. I
will add that dissatisfaction is the essential
condition of progress. But between a methodical
criticism and the pessimistic doctrine, there is the
difference -which separates the man joyously
tilling his land from the one who disparages in
advance the future harvest. His discouragement
paralyses his own efforts and enfeebles those of
others. The limits of rational criticism are easily
recognised. If these are passed, the result is a
scorn of exertion, weakness of will, a settled
coquetry with " non-existence."

This kind of sport, dangerous to individuals,